HAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall on April 8th. 2015

Present:
Cllr.A.Cowles (Chairman)
In Attendance: District Cllr. P.Carrick



Cllr.S.Howes




     County Cllr. D.Roper





Cllr.L.Rogers



Cllr.R.Crisp



Cllr.S.Fuller


Parishioners:   Nil


J.Graves (Clerk)

The Chairman welcomed the new Clerk Mr.Jim Graves
1. Apologies  Cllr.H.Pointer
2. Declarations of Interest  No declarations of interest

3. Minutes the minutes of the previous meeting on March 11th. were confirmed and signed by the Chairman

4. Matters Arising  The Clerk reported that the sign had been fixed to the millennium car park gate
. Cllr.Howes reported that NCC had marked out the section of defective footpath on Cromer Road prior to repair.

5. Matters for Discussion and Action
a) Development on Chequers Meadow  This was discussed at length and it was agreed that the Clerk should write to the solicitors to get a likely timetable for the transfer of a portion of the land to the Parish Council together with the appropriate funds as noted in the S.106 agreement. The Clerk would also write to the developer asking about the timetable and to get assurance that the handover would be with vacant possession and in a flat grassed condition to enable future cost-effective maintenance by the Parish Council.









The members then discussed briefly what would be the best way of consulting parishioners on the best future use of this newly acquired land. It was agreed that this should be put to parishioners at the annual parish meeting and also that the Clerk should put a piece in the newsletter asking residents to write or e-mail to him with their suggestions.

b) Play Equipment 









i) It was noted that the acquisition and stocking of a lockable box with suitable hazardous waste disposal equipment was ongoing and that the park would remain closed until this was in place. A volunteer inspector (Mrs.F.Lloyd) had come forward and the Clerk would pass this on to the co-ordinator. 










ii) It was noted that the latest report from Play Inspection Co. Ltd. had been received and that all comments were “low risk”. The report would be circulated to all members and be discussed in more detail at a future meeting.
c) Gates to Millenium Car Park The notice for the gate had been installed and the invoice received. It was noted that the school had made arrangements for the opening and closing of the gates before and after school opening and closing times during term time.







Concern was expressed that cars had been using the park in an inconsiderate manner during the evenings. This situation would be monitored and, if necessary, consideration would be given to locking the gates.
d) Planning – Waterloo Road Proposals The Council had received a copy of a pre-planning consultation between the owner and Broadland DC on the possible use of the land  including outdoor pigs, duck or turkey sheds or the construction of a code 5 house. After some discussion it was decided not to make comment until a formal planning application had been made. In the mean time the Clerk would check with Broadland DC that no tree preservation orders had been contravened by recent tree felling on the site. 
e) Finance










i) The following cheques were signed together with a bank mandate for the new Clerk









Norfolk Assn.of Local Councils   Annual Sub’n.

£172.94

Play Inspection Co.Ltd.  (inc. VAT)


£71.94

K.Medler  Final salary adjustment and expenses
£32.94

HMRC  PAYE (4th.qtr.)




£38.40

Soanes Signs    Car Park sign (inc. VAT)

£90.00

ii) The financial statement for April showed a net balance of £19,547.71 to be carried forward. On the proposal of Cllr.Fuller, seconded by Cllr.Howes this was accepted.

f) Children’s speed signs Nothing more was known at present. The Clerk would enquire via the school governors about the progress of this project.

g) Annual Parish Meeting
It was agreed that in the absence of the Chairman who would be on holiday, Cllr. Rogers (vice-chair) would take the meeting. This would be immediately followed by the annual meeting of the Parish Council. The chairman stressed that as two members were not seeking re-election, and it was not known at this stage whether any other residents had been nominated, it was important that all other members attended to ensure a quorum.
6. Matters to Report










a) Correspondence The Clerk had received a poster from Broadland giving details where to apply for affordable homes to be constructed on Chequers Meadow. He would post one in each notice board and Broadland had been advised of the contact details for the newsletter. The Clerk would provide photocopies for distribution at the Annual Parish Meeting. Broadland DC had confirmed zero business rate for the car park.








b) Clerk’s report The Clerk requested to be paid quarterly and to keep the accounts on spreadsheets with daily backup. This was agreed. The Clerk expressed concern that the balance being carried forward to the next financial year was in excess of £19,000 and could raise questions from the external auditor. It was agreed that £15,000 should be earmarked in the annual accounts for future village amenities. The Clerk said that his predecessor had received no reply on the current situation with regard to the Hainford Partnership Group and any residual funds and he would contact Mrs.Watker for clarification.






c) Police Report two minor crimes had been reported during March.

d) District and County Councillors Reports Cllr.Carrick had nothing to report from Broadland DC which affected Hainford. Cllr.Roper said that NCC would be reviewing the speed limit on the A140 between Hainford and Hevingham with a view to making it more consistent. NCC were also considering enlarging the proposed federation of Primary schools to include Hainford, Frettenham, Horsham St.Faith Horsford (2) and Old Catton (2).
7. Residents Questions None present

8. Next Meeting May 13th. following the Annual Parish Meeting

