HAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Village Hall on June 10th. 2015

Present:
Cllr.A.Cowles (Chairman)
In Attendance: District Cllr. P.Carrick



Cllr.S.Howes




     County Cllr. D.Roper (part)


Cllr.S.Fuller


Parishioners:   One


J.Graves (Clerk)

Apologies
Cllr.L.Rogers

Cllr.Cowles signed the declaration of acceptance of office as he had been absent from the annual meeting.

a) Public participation none

b) Police Report  P.C.Shepherd was in attendance and reported no crimes recorded in May. He expanded on the annual report which listed 17 crimes for 2014/15 and gave copies to members.

c) Full Council Meeting
1. Apologies were noted as above

2. Declarations of Interesr Cllr.Cowles recorded that he resided in property adjoining the Chequers Field.

3. Minutes of the May meeting were confirmed and signed.
4. Reports Cllr.Cowles gave a summary of an informal discussion he had had with Mrs.Fletcher who currently keeps a horse and sheep on part of the land which will be transferred to the Council and who had expressed a wish to continue renting some of the land in the future. Cllr.Cowles said that the Council had to decide if they were able to lease part of the land, whether they wished to in the interests of the whole community to do so, and if they did, whether it should only be for the lifespan of the current stock. Mrs.Fletcher had passed on a folder giving details of preferred locations and a summary of other uses suggested by residents.










The Clerk and Cllr.Cowles then reported on a fact finding meeting that they had had with the developer Mr.Alan Jones on site. It emerged that although the “trigger points” had probably been reached it was not practical to transfer the land at this stage as there were delays with highways and sewerage works waiting for agreements with NCC and the resulting spoil would need to be spread on the land. Some of the young trees would be re-planted on the frontage of the site where it was proposed to plant new hedging set back from Stratton Road. Mr.Jones confirmed that he would be erecting fencing along the whole of the boundary between the development and the Parish Land. The final hand-over of the land now looked likely for the end of December. The houses for rent should be available by September, the shared equity homes by December and he hoped to be off site by April 2016. He confirmed that he had given notice to Mrs.Fletcher for the end of September but was happy to extend this if the transfer date was to be the end of the year.
5. Future use of Chequers Field The Clerk reported that he had received 42 letters from residents in support of Mrs.Fletcher’s wish to continue to keep animals on part of the land. Some of the letters also contained other suggestions including, play equipment, dog walking area, allotments, car parking etc. He also reported on the contact he had made with the insurers who had no objection to letting a piece of the land for grazing but the livestock owner would have to have proof of public liability insurance. The Council’s legal advisors had no objection other than it must be handed over with vacant possession. However, Broadland planning officer had said that an area for keeping what were considered to be domestic animals would require a planning application for a change of use and for the erection of any structure. Mrs.Fletcher confirmed that she was willing to pay any costs involved. Following a call from Cllr.Cowles, he said that this would also apply to other uses, recreational etc. but he would check with his legal advisors. The Clerk would write to him for clarification before the next meeting. It was also agreed that he should seek clarification on who was responsible for the eastern boundary of the land and also that the developer would clearly stake out the boundaries of the parish land before hand-over. Finally, it was decided that the Council would continue to consult on the future use of the land with a view to making some firm decisions at the September Council meeting. Cllr.Fuller would be taking a large scale map to a social function at the Chequers P.H. later in June and issuing questionnaires to get ideas from residents present.
6. Planning no objection was made to the erection of an agricultural building at Acorn Farm, Newton Road (20150821)

7. Co-option The Clerk confirmed that he had received no response to advertising and would repeat this for the next meeting.

8. Tree Warden Mrs.Shepperd had resigned as she was leaving the parish. Mrs.Lincoln was willing to continue but would appreciate a replacement for Mrs.Shepherd. A further volunteer would be sought.

9. Tree Preservation Orders Members would examine various areas and report back to the July meeting.

10. QE Playground The Clerk reported that the inspection rota was working with no reports of any problems. Additional safety measures were deferred and the situation would be kept under review with consultation with the volunteers.

11. Finance Members adopted the financial statement prepared by the Clerk. Cheques signed were for:









Clerk


3 months salary (inc.PAYE)
£929.88


Clerk


Admin. Expenses (3 months)
£46.32


Vortex


Ground maintenance

£240.00


Hainford PCC
Burial Ground mowing

£50.00

Balance c/fwd. 
£23.360.19

12. S,137 Members were reminded that village organisations could apply to the Council for assistance under section 137 of the Local Government Act. No applications had currently been received.

13. Correspondence NCC had reminded the Council that the rangers would be in the parish in July. The Clerk would ask that the path from Waterloo Road to the school be swept. Mrs.Watker had written to say that she hoped to bring forward a proposal at the July meeting for a new piece of equipment at the QE playground. She also asked for a set of goal posts on the area behind the millennium car park.The Council would investigate the cost of fencing on the boundary bund. She also made additional suggestions for chequers field and for the village hall site which would be referred to the village hall committee.

14. County Council Mr.Roper spoke on the severe budget restraints and the need for large scale savings in all departments.

15. District Council Nothing to report
16. Norwich Airport JCC Cllr.Cowles had been unavailable to attend a recent meeting.
17. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports None

18. Questions from the public None

19. Next Meeting  Wednesday July 8th. 7.30 p.m.

Meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
