HAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on September 11th. 2024
Present:
Cllr.L.Rogers (Chair)

In Attendance: 



Cllr.S.Howes
 Cllr.K.Saggers


    




Cllr.T.Dossor
   


Parishioners:   Two


J.Graves (Clerk)

a) Public Participation  A resident asked if the Council had received complaints about intermittent smells apparently coming from the sewerage system in the Stratton Road area. The Clerk said he had received no complaints. After some discussion the resident who had contacted Anglian Water on several occasions was advised to discuss this with Broadland DC Environmental Services dept. Another resident expressed concern about the length of time being taken with the completion of a planning application for allotments including the preparation of a bio-diversity report and the lack of answers to questions on the matter. A lengthy discussion ensued during which the Clerk confirmed that the report had been received late that afternoon.
b) Police Report 5 incidents had been recorded during July. The public are able to view details of these incidents by visiting https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/ and searching under Hainford, Norfolk. This includes any updates on investigations.
c) NCC Report n/a
d) Broadland DC Report Cllr.Ward reported that there had been no meetings in August and the next full Council meeting would be on October 3rd. The complaints procedure was being revised to streamline the response across all departments. Parents with young people from 11 upwards who felt that they had nothing to do should contact BDC Youth Advisory Board. Each year BDC members have a £1000 grant fund for local projects and Cllr.Ward still had £500 for any community group to apply for.
e) Full Council Meeting
1. Apologies Cllr.Bown, Cllr.Roper (NCC), Cllr.Ward (BDC). The Clerk advised that Cllr.Hill had resigned with immediate effect as he had moved from the parish. The statutory notices advertising the vacancy had been posted.

2. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Saggers as a Village Hall committee member.
3. Minutes The minutes of the meeting on July 10th. were confirmed and signed.
4. Reports The Clerk reported that the Council had funded two emergency cuts of the burial ground and that he had received confirmation from the PCC that they had now been able to secure the services of someone to undertake this work on a regular basis. The external audit was satisfactory and the relevant forms had been posted on the Parish Council website.
5. Planning No applications to consider.
6. Parish Partnership Scheme The Clerk confirmed that he had made enquiries about an illuminated sign to be installed on Buxton Road on the approaches to the junction with Old Church Road.
7. Chequers Field Following the receipt of the Biodiversity report from Hopkins Ecology Ltd. late that afternoon it was agreed that this should be circulated to all members of the Council as it was quite lengthy and detailed and it’s recommendations needed to be considered in full. This would be placed on the agenda of the next meeting. It was agreed that residents who would like to be considered for an allotment plot should put this in writing to the Clerk by post or email. Following various points raised during ”public participation” prior to the meeting being in session, the Chairman said that she felt that it should be emphasised that all communication on official business must be via the Clerk and that that this should always be done in a courteous and non-confrontational manner. She also stated that the Council had complete confidence in the Clerk and in the manner in which he transacted Council business. 
8. Correspondence None other than that already discussed under previous items. The letter from Highways regarding urban verge cutting would be carried forward pending clarification.

9. Finance The Clerk had circulated a finance statement to members.  Cheques signed during the summer recess:









PJD – Bin Installation (inc.VAT)




£38.40


PKF Littlejohn – Audit Fee (inc.VAT)



£252.00


M.Dickinson – Tree Surgery, QE Playground


£420.00


PJD – Burial Ground mowing and clearance (inc.VAT)

£600.00

Cheques signed:


Information Commissioner – Annual registration fee

£40.00


B&Q – Litter collection bags for volunteers (inc.VAT)

£8.50


J. Graves – Salary & Expenses, 2nd. Quarter (inc.PAYE)
£1,281.21

10. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports The Clerk was asked to investigate the provision of “duck” signs in the verge next to the village pond. He was also asked to ascertain the cost of a “No overnight parking” sign for the Millennium car park. He had reported the apparently abandoned caravette which had since disappeared. Cllr.Howes suggested that members consider less frequent meetings. This would be an agenda item for the next meeting.
11. Questions from the public A resident asked for clarification of various agenda items as it was his first visit to a meeting. He also asked if a sign on the junction of Old Church Road and Stratton Road that was causing visibility problems could be reported to NCC Highways. Another resident re-interated the questions raised during the public session.  Following further discussion the Chairman closed the meeting.

12. Next meeting  Wednesday October 9th. 7.30 p.m.
