HAINFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on June 11th. 2025
Present:
Cllr.L.Rogers (Chair)

 



Cllr.S.Howes
 Cllr.K.Saggers  Cllr.T.Dossor


    




Parishioners:   Eight


J.Graves (Clerk)

Public participation: Members of the public voiced their concerns at the outline planning application for an additional dwelling at the rear of a property in Grange Road. Other residents were assured that questions submitted in writing on the provision of allotments would be addressed when the Council was in session.
Police Report Three incidents were reported in April. Residents can see locations and details by accessing the police website https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/ , entering Hainford and selecting “crime map”

NCC Report N/a
BDC Report N/a
Annual Parish Council Meeting

1. Chairman Cllr.Rogers was re-elected for 2025/26 and signed the declaration of acceptance.

2. Vice Chairman Cllr.Howes was re-elected for 2025/26
3. Apologies Cllr.M.Bown County Cllr. D.Roper District Cllr. S.Ward
4. Declarations of Interest Cllr.Saggers as a Village Hall Committee member and Cllr.Dossor on planning application 2025/1076 (applicant close friend)
5. Minutes of the meeting on March 12th. were confirmed and signed.

6. Reports The Clerk reported that a defibrillator and cabinet would cost approximately £1,500 but if the Council decided to purchase one it would need to be in a publicly accessible place with an electricity supply. He was asked to discuss with the landlord of the Chequers public house.
7. Planning 
2025/1523 24 Waterloo Road – Variation of conditions. No objection

2025/1076 Owlwood House, Grange Road – Outline for additional dwelling at the rear. Cllr.Dossor left the meeting for this item. The Council objected to the application with concerns about over-development of the plot, the use of a shared drive, the impact on neighbouring properties due to proximity and overlooking windows and the loss of hedging on Grange Road.
8. Millennium Car Park Three quotations had been received and one was selected in the sum of £2,460+VAT. The work should be carried out in the school holiday.
9. Chequers Field/Old Church Road Fence Quotations were considered and an order would be placed in the sum of £1,020.

10. Audit The Internal audit had been completed and no matters required the attention of the Parish Council.

11. External audit exemption The chairman was authorised to sign the exemption certificate.
12. Annual Return
1. The annual governance statement was approved and signed by the chairman.












2. The annual accounting statement was approved and signed by the chairman.

1. Chequers Field Allotment Proposal The clerk said that replies to questions sent in by a resident should be minuted.








The parish Council could not seek change of use to agricultural land as it had been gifted to the parish as “public open space” as part of the s.106 planning agreement. The requirement for a car park and a new access was a planning condition imposed by NCC.








The other land under consideration is already leased by the Council and would incur no additional charge.









The Council has not written off the cost of water installation at Chequers Field.
The Council has no other plans for Chequers Field




The figures quoted at the previous meeting were indicative costs to comply with the NCC requirements. These have now been further investigated.


Members of the public are not allowed to speak during a Council meeting when in formal session and cannot therefore accommodate any representative from any interest group. (This applies to all levels of local government)














 The Clerk then gave an update on the current situation with two potential sites.

1. Glebe land.  The Council leases from the Diocese of Norwich the land which includes the Millennium Car Park and the large vacant plot to the rear. The vacant plot is classed as agricultural land and as such would not require planning permission for allotments. However, the current lease which is due for renewal, precludes any sub-letting. The Clerk is in discussion with the diocese to see if safeguards could be included to overcome this.









2. Chequers Field.  The NCC requirement for a new access would require a visibility splay of 43m in either direction from a point 2.4m from the edge of the highway. This would be difficult to achieve and at the very least would require the removal of all hedging and trees along the western boundary. An indicative cost for this is £4,800. NCC’ s requirement for car parking could possibly be achieved by a designated area not necessarily hard surfaced. This would be investigated once the access issue had been determined.



















The Council then decided that negotiations with diocese should continue but at the same time the Clerk should discuss the implications of hedge and tree removal with the planning officer and if this could be resolved, put forward proposals to NCC Highways to meet their requirements. Once these matters had been resolved he should seek formal quotations for hedge and tree removal, installation of fencing and installation of dropped kerb with hard surfaced access and gate. Once all these matters had been addressed the Council would be able to make a decision on whether or not to proceed.

2. Correspondence The Council agreed to support the BDC Public Space Protection Order extension. A resident had offered to volunteer with others to cut down overgrown bushes around the village pond. The Council were grateful for this offer but asked for a more detailed proposal before agreeing. The Clerk informed the Council that although only advisory at the moment a council email address on the gov.uk domain was likely to be mandatory within the year. He was authorised to make the change. The play area inspection report had just been received and would be on the July agenda.
3. Finance Members had been given an update of the Council’s finances.


Cheques signed between meetings:






Felthorpe Mowers
Repair (inc.VAT)




£101.04
Norfolk PTS

Annual Subscription




£140.80
JAF Graphics
Duck Signs (inc.VAT)



£41.00
Internal Audit

Audit fee





£60.00
Cheques signed at meeting:







A.J.Gallagher
Annual Insurance Premium


£796.65
J.R.Graves

1st.Qtr. Salary & Expenses (inc.PAYE)

£1,316.95
Hainford PCC
Annual grant for burial ground maintenance
£350.00

4. Clerk’s and Councillors’ Reports None

5. Next Meeting July 9th. 7.30 p.m.





















